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NPR's On The Media Corrects Report on The Infinite Mind: Apologizes for
'Lapse of Journalistic Judgment'

"NPR's"OnThe Media"has corrected and apologized for a report it aired last fall accusing the
executive producer of "TheInfinite Mind"public radio series of having known about ethically
questionable behavior by the program's host, Dr.Fred Goodwin.

Cambridge, MA (PRWEB) March 22, 2009 -- NPR's "On The Media" this week corrected its November 28,
2008 report that accused the executive producer of "The Infinite Mind" public radio series of having known that
the show's host, Dr. Fred Goodwin, had received $1.2 million in fees for giving marketing lectures on behalf of
pharmaceutical companies, while he was hosting the program.

In its on-air correction (http://onthemedia.org/transcripts/2009/03/13/05), "On The Media's" host, Brooke
Gladstone, apologized for what she called the "lapse of journalistic judgment" in the report, which relied on an
unnamed source to corroborate Goodwin's claim that Lichtenstein was aware of the speaking fees. In its
correction, "On The Media" acknowledged that, contrary to what was originally reported by the show, the
anonymous source says she has "no first-hand evidence that (Lichtenstein) knew of any fees." Gladstone added
that "The Infinite Mind" says it "had always adhered to standard journalism practice in vetting guests and
disclosing conflicts of interest."

"On The Media" also apologized for failing to seek a comment or response from Lichtenstein, who has
maintained that he first learned about Goodwin's speaking fees from a November 22, 2008 article in the New
YorkTimes, and that Goodwin's activities violated the strict conflict of interest agreement Goodwin had with
"The Infinite Mind." Gladstone said "On The Media's" failure to present Lichtenstein's and "The Infinite
Mind's" side of the story was "a mistake, it wasn't fair and it didn't serve our listeners."

Despite "The Infinite Mind's" protests at the time of the broadcast, "On The Media" corrected the story only
after the anonymous source came forward to say "On The Media" had incorrectly reported what she told the
program. The source said she told "On The Media" that in 2003 "The Infinite Mind" was aware that host
Goodwin gave educational lectures, but said she had no knowledge or evidence to support Goodwin's claim, as
reported by "On The Media," that Lichtenstein or "The Infinite Mind" was aware that Goodwin was being paid
to give marketing talks on behalf of pharmaceutical companies.

"On The Media's" report, which aired a week after the New YorkTimes article was published, attracted wide
attention as it represented the sole evidence that "The Infinite Mind's" producers were aware of the reported
$1.2 million in speaking fees received by Goodwin.

Since the publication of the New YorkTimes article in November 2008, Goodwin has shifted his position from
stating that "The Infinite Mind" was aware of his activities, to maintaining in interviews with the BMJ
(formerly the British Medical Journal) and other publications that he did not believe there had been, in fact, a
conflict of interest. "I frankly do not see these things as a conflict of interest . . . I always thought that if you
have multiple relationships they sort of cancel each other out," Goodwin told the student newspaper at George
WashingtonUniversity, where he is on the faculty.

"The Infinite Mind" had previously announced it would, after 10 years, be ceasing production at the end of
2008. The Infinite Mind was independently produced and distributed to public radio stations, and NPR aired the
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series on its Sirius Satellite channel.

For a decade, "The Infinite Mind" was public radio's most honored and listened to health and science program,
examining all aspects of the mind and the biology of human behavior. The program featured the leading names
in neuroscience and mental health, along with appearances by renowned authors, musicians and actors, and was
the recipient of 30 major broadcast journalism awards.
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Contact Information
The Infinite Mind
The Infinite Mind
http://www.LCMedia.com
617-682-3708

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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