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Christianson Grant Recipients Inspire VolunteerWork Abroad

InterExchange grant recipients commit to international humanitarian volunteer work

New YorkCity (PRWEB) December 03, 2011 -- Four grants were recently awarded by the InterExchange
Foundation to recipients of the Christianson Grant and WorkingAbroad Grant.

Three of the four recipients have already departed on their respective journeys abroad where they will learn and
work at innovative non-profit organizations in developing countries. The Foundation distributes grants of up to
$10,000 throughout the year and has awarded 65 grants since it began in 2007.

As a further demonstration of InterExchange’s mission to promote intercultural exchange and learning within
the global community, the Foundation funds deserving young people from the U.S. who have committed to a
long-term, international volunteer or work project.

All recipients are recent university graduates who have postponed working or further academic study to instead
focus on learning about international social issues and be immersed in a new culture – something few U.S.
citizens endeavor to do.

Javed K., a graduate of Columbia University, will be going to northern India in early 2012. He will teach in
rural education camps for children who normally drop out of school at an early age. Javed is also going to India
to learn more about his mother’s country.

“By spending a year integrated in a rural community in northern India, working at a rural school, I believe I will
develop a far richer understanding for an aspect of my identity that I have not fully explored until now,” says
Javed.

Carlyn J. is also currently volunteering in India. Based in Udaipur, she will engage in an exchange of cultural
knowledge while working in a community to help implement a sustainable energy program in the rural villages
around Udaipur. A graduate of Allegheny College, Carlyn is working for the Foundation for Ecological
Security.

Two recipients of the Christianson Grant are also visiting Uganda to work in separate programs.

Erin S., a graduate of the University of Denver, is working for Partners for Access as an assistant manager in
Kampala, Uganda. She will train community nurses, research and write grants and be in charge of the
operational functions of the clinic.

Beth M., also in Uganda, is volunteering to help the local communities in Kasokwa learn how to coexist
peacefully with the wildlife in the area, and with the primate population in particular. The Cornell University
graduate is working with the Kasokwa Forest Project.

“Although the environmental issues faced by East Africans are unique,” says Martin, “I was drawn to working
with an organization that addresses human-wildlife conflict because it is a topic that embraces one of the core
issues of conservation – the conflict between people’s interests.”
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InterExchange is a non-profit organization committed to improving international understanding by facilitating
life-changing, exceptional cultural exchange experiences for young people, businesses and families around the
world. As both a J-1 Visa sponsor designated by the U.S. Department of State and a cross-cultural ambassador,
we develop meaningful relationships with participants from more than 60 countries as well as with international
recruiting partners, host employers and families. We ensure that all in our community are treated with the
respect and consideration that comes from staff with first-hand experience living and working abroad and more
than 40 years of leadership in the industry. Visit us at: http://www.InterExchange.org

Media Contact:
Ron Hernandez
Director of Marketing and Communications
InterExchange, Inc.
161 Sixth Avenue
New York,NY 10013
917.305.5460
rhernandez(at)interexchange(dot)org
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Contact Information
Ron Hernandez
InterExchange
http://www.interexchange.org
1-212-924-0446

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.
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